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Evacuation of Soviet dependents from Potsdam is alleped to be pro-
ceading guistly. The last ra{orted transport left from the Wildpark
station (Z53) on 19 April 1948, The entire evacuation program iz to
be concluded by 15 June, In 2ddition to being sent to camps for a re-
orientation perlod, the dependents are aware that all their valuables,
¢lothing, and furniéure will be taken from them at the Russian border.
At a 15 April meeting of the Potsdam Kreis Komendatura, 3takhinsky,

a political officer, explained to assemblsd officers scheduled Fov
return to the USSR {hat it was necessary for them to abandon the
1iving standard to which they had become accustomed in Germany, but
that they, as well as the entire Soviet nationy, would enjoy thzs
standard again as soon as a sucdessful war had been waged against

the capitalistie west,

Between 10 and 16 March, all Potsdam troops were shipped out and re-
placed by new units in similar strength. The new trocps make an ox-~
cellent Impression, being 20 to 24 years old, well-dressed, and led
by XCO's and officers who wear daecorations. Strength 1s belileved
to be two rifle regiments plus an artillery unit veriously described
as & battalion and as a regiment. It iz presumed the latter troops
wili use guns left behind by the former ocecupants af the Wildpark
ares. The only new armament consists of twelve (undescribed} guns
?hig? had been repaired or assembled by the Fimag shop in Finsterwalis
AlS5) 4

Ligquidation of all SMA food depots and cooperatives in Potsdam sellirg
unrationed goods has been ordered for 15 Hay; only one, operating on

a ration basis, will remain open. All food supplies which arrived in
Potsdam between 16 and 21 April were requisitioned by the SMA and
shipped off to Karlshorst. Similar requisitioning ocecurred in Nanen
(Z45), and it 1s rumored that the same measures were applied to food
stocks held by food offices in Lehnin (Z42) and Belzig (Z30).

The Mehlow (233) Coumty Coamissicner has prohibited all neetings,
dances,and other public gatherings throughout Kreis Teltow, which
wlll play host to troops scheduled to engaege in maneuvers in the zras
Baruth (E99), Winsdorf, Zehrensdorf, T8pchin (all Z91), and Keuhof
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(290) . ' The County Coopsratives have been asked to provide food
for 12’000 men. 25X1X

Armored units and munitions trains are being moved west via Frank-

furt/Oder. These movements are officially explained as being con-

nected with spring maneuvers in Thuringia, #
also states that 6,000 PW's recently were returned to

ia Frapkfurt/Oder and that, during the same period of

time (not given), approvimately the same number of eivil prisoners

11":nmil{uss:l.a.n Zone prilsons and concentration camps were sent to
ussia,

During February 1948, the Soviet Army celebrated its Ground Forces
Day by issuing = pacﬁet of cakes and candies to each EM and officer,
All Ground Forces packets were made up by the Krietsch Verke in

g’uegzggo (B42). The total number of packets ordered and delivered was
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